
Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans; Dr. J. Dent, pastor; May 31, 2020 1 

Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans            May 31, 2020 

“Changed Forever…”          Pentecost Sunday 

Numbers 11:24-30, John 7: 37-39, Acts 2: 1-21   

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Do you know what the most dangerous job is in this country? Take a guess. 

(Pause) Did you say “garbage collector”? If you did, you win a prize. Talk 

to me after the pandemic to collect the prize. 

 

Now you may dispute the meaning of “dangerous” in that question asking 

what job is the most dangerous. I think the answer is in line with what the 

Worker’s Compensation Board or Workplace Safety and Insurance Board, 

as it is now called, has said. And that may be out of date. The point is that 

when a worker gets to lift a thousand bags in a day’s work, and each bag is a 

similar size, but the weight is difficult to determine before lifting it. If you 

expect it to be too heavy, then you may pull something or if you are not 

expecting it to be very heavy, then you may injure yourself in a number of 

ways. I won’t talk about smells, because that is a different kind of injury. 

 

I’m looking at something physical that we can all somewhat imagine so as to 

move our reflection to our own loads that we carry in our spiritual lives. 

Now I’m not talking about the garbage in our lives that God uses in a 

specific way, that’s the gardening sermon, for another time. I’m thinking we 

all are doing some heavy lifting. And I’m not just talking about those 

individuals who are moving or recently moved with all their heavy boxes 

and furniture… I’m talking about the burden that most of us feel in carrying 

the self-identification as Christian, as a follower of Christ, as a Jesus person. 

 

Do you ever feel that you don’t measure up to that high calling? You’re not 

alone. “Take up your cross daily, and follow Me,” Jesus says. (Matthew 16: 

24-26) That’s a high standard. When we are honest, when we hear the call to 

be loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle and self-

controlled, we are overwhelmed, aren’t we? When I am honest. 

 

And if that is true for every Christian, every follower of Christ, then it is 

even more true for the Christian leader, the pastor, the elder and others. Yes? 

Paul says, in 2 Corinthians 2: 16c, “Who is equal to such a task?” The 

implied answer is none of us. None of us are perfect representatives of the 

Lord. Only Jesus was that fully faithful person with absolutely no sin in his 

life. 
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So how are we going to do the mission we are called to do: helping others 

find Jesus, be forgiven their sins, love the truth of the Gospel, gain God’s 

perspective on life and live the Good News? How is it possible, since we are 

so fallible and so broken? 

 

I think you know the answer. Jesus Himself will have to do the work, 

through us. But He is risen, and is seated at the right hand of God, so how 

will He help us? By His promise, He will give us, baptize us with, place 

within us the Holy Spirit, who will do the work of confronting, comforting 

and challenging others to know Jesus Christ and accept the Gospel. That’s 

the only way we can accomplish our mission. Otherwise the idolatries, 

addictions and sins will cancel out our witness to such a degree that we will 

be seen as a muddle of flesh (the rebellious parts that work against God) and 

the spirit (which fully cooperates with the Lord), with no clear winner. But 

with the Holy Spirit, everything goes in God’s direction. Yes, we have to 

choose every day to yield to Jesus, through His Holy Spirit, to the glory of 

God the Father. But the Holy Spirit in us, on us, and through us can do 

mighty deeds. That’s what Acts, chapter 2, is all about. 

 

And if you were listening closely to those previous passages about Moses 

and the elders and the living water Jesus refers to, you noticed a few things. 

The Holy Spirit used to be given only on a project usage basis only.  In other 

words, there was no permanent giving of the Spirit, like we see at Pentecost. 

People were given the Holy Spirit to prophesy for a while, that is to speak 

God’s words in God’s way for a short period of time. But now God is giving 

His Spirit to all believers, empowering us all, young and old, men and 

women, in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy that Peter mentions in his first 

sermon in Acts 2:14ff. 

 

We are all given the power to be God’s prophets (his spokespersons) and 

God’s priests (his representatives) to invite others to know Jesus and to 

know Him better. The Holy Spirit in our lives is confirmation of such. How 

do we know we have the Holy Spirit?  

 

Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour? Have you turned 

from your sins, and acknowledged that there is no other way to God except 

through Him? Have you given yourself, body, soul and spirit, the totality of 

who you are to Him? If you have, and you know He has come into your life, 

then receive His promise that His Holy Spirit is in you. The Holy Spirit is 
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baptizing you with fire, filling you with living water that overflows onto 

others. In Galatians 5: 19-23, the Holy Spirit is accomplishing his fruit 

through you of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control over against those things that show rebellion 

against God: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 

enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,  envy, 

drunkenness, and orgies. These lists are meant to give you an idea of what 

things you used to be giving priority in your life, and now what things God 

is changing your life into. This is hardly to say that we all have the nine fruit 

of the Spirit 24/7 and never have any of the bad fruit of the flesh, of 

rebellion toward God. It is to say we see and speak out the difference in our 

lives because of Jesus. 

 

Lest we start patting ourselves on the back and say how good we are, we 

must acknowledge the presence and power of the Holy Spirit to do the good 

work in us, in fact, to bring us to faith by grace. It is the gift of God. 

(Ephesians 2: 8-9) 

 

Pentecost is the power of the Holy Spirit in us to get the mission Jesus wants 

done through us. The Holy Spirit constantly opposes the sinful agenda in our 

lives and any broken habits that are against God, while empowering 

outreach to others with the life-giving message of the Gospel. Remember the 

Holy Spirit is our Helper, our Counsellor, our Comforter and our Advocate. 

But even more than what He is doing in us, is what He is doing through us. 

 

Acts 2 is a prime example.  The apostles (the sent-ones, the original 

missionaries) are waiting in the upper room, in Jerusalem, for the promise 

that they have been given by Jesus, that He will be with them through the 

Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit will accomplish and teach them, as 

previously they continuously misunderstood many things. Now we can still 

misunderstand as believers, but our eyes and hearts are opened in a special 

way by the Holy Spirit. 

 

So this is why the Jewish festival of Pentecost, that word meaning “fifty,” 

fifty days from Passover, comes about to show the followers of Jesus that 

Jesus Himself through the Holy Spirit, through the believers, will speak out 

the message. I hope you are encouraged by this, that it is God’s initiative and 

God’s converting power that comes, not my brilliance, or yours, not my 

speaking ability, or yours.  In fact, in a kind of reversal of the tower of 

Babel, we have the followers of Jesus able to speak in languages they’ve 
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never learned, and the people from other countries: Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, Roman, Cretan and Arabic 

speaking peoples…all understood the Gospel in their own languages through 

these uneducated Galileans.  It was quite something. Now some have 

commented that it may have been a miracle of hearing rather than speaking, 

but the plain understanding of verse 4 is that they were “speaking in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” This suggests they were indeed 

speaking in languages that they had not learned. Imagine coming to a Jewish 

international religious festival and the locals start speaking to you in your 

mother tongue, your heart language. (Tell Ted’s story.) It is as if God is 

reading your mail, knowing your life, and speaking attractive words to you 

in your own language. What a witness! What a miracle! The fire and the 

wind was not meant to be just an experiential high for the believers. It was to 

accomplish Jesus’ mission through the Holy Spirit. And He was doing it that 

first Pentecost after His death and resurrection and ascension. 

 

Now in that list of fifteen nations, you may have noted Judea. Judea 
could be interpreted as the neighbors to these Galilean fishermen and 
their friends. More likely is that it represents the Jewish diaspora, the 
scattered Jewish folks from around the world coming to Jerusalem for 
Pentecost, the feast of weeks, the barley harvest. Originally they would 
celebrate Moses receiving the Scriptures on this holiday. But now they 
are receiving much more, the promised fulfillment to David, that His 
Kingdom would have no end, in Jesus, present now in the Holy Spirit. 
 
And if you wonder why I say the followers of Jesus, full of the Holy 
Spirit, were speaking the Gospel, the good news about Jesus to the 
crowds in many languages, that’s because that is what Peter got up to 
preach about, quoting Scripture, verses 17-21, appropriately from Joel, 
and then preaching Jesus fulfilling David’s Psalm 16: 8-11 in verses 25 – 
28. Then saying that the answer to the Gospel call is v. 38 to “Repent and 
be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of our sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
 
Do a U turn to God’s direction, from your sin, rebellion and brokenness. 
Trust Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins. Receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit… that you have seen working today in our lives and our words… 
And that model continues today. 
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It is not just for professional Christians, clergy and the like, who are 
charged with bringing the Good News to others.  It is you, in every 
language you know, and sometimes in languages you don’t know, 
according to today’s passage.  
 
Now we could talk about the gift of tongues, a prayer language that 
some receive, and many receive in the book of Acts. It is not the same as 
this simultaneous translation that the Holy Spirit is bringing on the 
believers at Pentecost. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12 that it is a gift that 
needs interpretation, so that means not everyone has the gift, and that 
understanding that language is not like those who came from afar and 
heard their mother tongues spoken. The gift of tongues is another 
sermon for another day. Yes, the same Holy Spirit gives the spiritual 
gifts. Yes, all spiritual gifts are meant to build up the body of Christ. 
Meanwhile, our concern today is the heavy lifting and daily lifting that 
you, the believer who comes to worship Jesus is experiencing. Let the 
Holy Spirit do the heavy lifting of spiritual conversation and sharing. 
Ask the Lord for the courage to share what is going on in your current 
spiritual life with others, both believers and non-believers. Trust Him 
for what you need to speak the truth in love. Thank Him for what He will 
do through you. 
 
Let me quote Paul again in 2 Corinthians 2: 16c. “Who is equal to such a 
task?  Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the 

contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, as those sent from 

God.”  

 

Let us trust the One who has put His Spirit in us, to be His people and to do 

His work on earth, as it is in heaven. 

 

Let us pray. 

 


